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IN THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) An endoscope container for high-pressure steam 
sterilization of an endoscope having a flexible insertion member, the endoscope container being 
stored in a high-pressure sterilizing device by having at least a part of [[an]] the insertion 
member of [[an]] the endoscope stowed in a curved state bent to b e stow e d , the endoscope 
container comprising: 

a tray serving as a housing and having a plurality of pores; 

a lid member blocking an opening of the tray and having a plurality of pores; and 

a positioning member, formed in at least one of the tray and lid member, -for 
pooitioning an the positioning member being adapted to stow the insertion member of [[an]] the 
endoscope during the high-pressure steam sterilization in order to otow the insertion mombor in 
tho oontainor in a state of having the insertion mombor bent in a predetermined curved for m, the 
curved form having at least a first bend radius corresponding to a distal portion of the irisertion 
member and a second bend radius corresponding to a proximal portion of the insertion member, 
the positioning m e mb e r r e stricting bonding of a prodotcrminod portion of the insertion member 
so that a bond radius of a bonding portion form e d at tho prodotormincd portion of the insertion 
member of the endoscope will bo larger than a bond radius of other portions of tho insertion 
member, the insertion memb e r having a distal end provided with an observation window; 

wherein the positioning member is formed such that the first bend radius 
corresponding to the distal portion of the insertion member is larger than the second bend radius 
corresponding to the proximal portion of the insertion member and the first bend radius 
corresponds to the distal portion which is 70cm or more in length as measured from a distal end 
of the insertion membe r tho predet e rmined portion is at least 70 cm of th e distal portion of tho 
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insertion member, and the positioning member restricts bonding of the insertion member over a 
rang e- of the at lea s t 70 om of th e di s tal - portion of the in se rtion m e mb e r . 

2. (Original) An endoscope container for high-pressure steam sterilization 
according to Claim 1, wherein said positioning member includes a concave predetermined- 
portion part of said tray. 

3. (Currently Amended) An endoscope container for high-pressure steam 
sterilization according to Claim 1, wherein said positioning member includes a curved wall that 
is formed on said lid member to exhibit a b e nd - radius larger thon a bond radius the proximol 
portion of th e insertion member e xhibit s when stow e d in said ondoaoopo container . 

4-7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Previously Presented) An endoscope container for high-pressure steam 
sterilization according to Claim 1, wherein said tray has a handle and a grip for facilitating 
carrying of said endoscope container. 

9. (Currently Amended) An insertion member sheathing member for storage in a 
high-pressure sterilizing device by having at least a part of an flexible insertion member of an 
endoscop e stowed in a curved state bent to b e- stowed , the insertion member sheathing member 
comprising: 

a hard pipe portion, which sheathes a predetermined portion at a distal end side of 
[[an]] the flexible insertion member of [[an]] the endoscope having the distal end side provided 
with an observation window and holds the predetermined portion in a predetermined curved 
for m, the curved form having a first bend radius corresponding to the predetermined portion : and 

a coil pipe portion that is flexible and sheathes a portion of a flexible tube portion 
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of th e flexible insertion member, the flexible tube portion being proximal from the 
predetermined portion of the flexible i nsertion member, the flexible tube portion having a curved 
form having a second bend radius corresponding to the portion of the flexible tube portion of the 
flexible insertion member : 

wherein the first bending radius is substantially larger than the second bend radius 
and the predetermined portion is 70cm or more in length as measured from the distal end side fee 
predetermined portion ia at least 70 cm of th e di s tal e nd oido of the insertion member, and tho 
pipe portion restricts bending of tho insertion mombor ovor o rongo of the at least 70 om of tho 
distal end side of th e inaortion mombor. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) An endoscope container for high-pressure steam 
sterilization of an endoscope having a flexible insertion member , the endoscope container being 
stored in a high-pressure sterilizing device by having at least a part of [[an]] the flexible i nsertion 
member of the [[an]] endoscope stowed in a curved state b e nt to b e stowed , the endoscope 
container comprising: 

a positioning memb e r being adapted to stow the flexible insertion member of the 
endoscope during the high-pressure steam sterilization in a predetermined curved form, the 
curved form having at least a first bend radius corresponding to a distal portion of the flexible 
insertion member a nd a second bend radius corresponding to a proximal portion of the flexible 
insertion member, for rootrioting bonding of nt lon/rt a prcdfltorrrnnnd pnrtinn nt n di>tn1 ond of nn 
inoortion mcmbor of the endoscope having an observation window provided at th e- distal - end so 
that a bond radius of th e pr e d e termined portion of tho insertion member will be larger than tho 
bend radius of oth e r portions of tho insertion mombor , 

wherein the positioning member is formed such that the first bend radius 
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corresponding to the distal portion of the flexible insertion member is larger than the second 
bend radius corresponding to the proximal portion of the flexible insertion member and the first 
bend radius corresponds to the distal portion which is 70cm or more in length as measured from 
a distal end of the flexible insertion membe r whoroin the predetermined portion in nt lonnt 70 nm 
of th e diatol portion of tho insertion member, and tho positioning momb e r - * e otrioto bonding of the 
insertion member over a range of the at loom 70 cm of the diotal portion of th e insertion member. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) An endoscope container for high-pressure sterilization, 
the endoscope container being stored in a high-pressure sterilizing device by having at least a 
part of ITanll a flexible insertion member of an endoscope stowed in a curved state bent to bo 
stewed, the endoscope container comprising: 

a tray provided with a plurality of pores through which high-pressure steam is led 
and having an opening for stowing an endoscope having an observation window provided at a 
distal end of a distal portion of Fran]] a flexible insertion member thereof which is inserted in a 
subject; and 

a positioning member formed in the tray for positioning the endoscope in the tray, 
the positioning member being adapted to stow the flexible insertion member of the endoscope 
during the high-pressure steam sterilization in a predetermined curved form, the curved form 
having at least a first bend radius corresponding to the distal portion of the flexible insertion 
member and a second bend radius corresponding to a proximal portion of the flexible insertion 
member a t leapt in tho atato of having th e in se rtion memb e r in part b e nt., th e positioning member 
e ff e cting th e positioning to cnauro that a predetermined portion of tho inaortion member ig 
stowed in a 3ubotantially otroight form or in a curved form that oxhibito a bond radiuo larger than 
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the bond radius of a bont portion at the proximal end aido proximal from the predetermin ed 
portion of the insertion member ; 

wherein the positioning member is formed such that the first bend radius is larger 
than the second bend radius, and said distal portion of the flexible insertion member is 70cm or 
more in length as measured from the distal end of the flexible insertion member the 
predetermined portion is at least 70 om of the distal portion of the insertion member, and the 
positioning member rootriots bonding of the insertion member over a range of the at least 70 em 
of the distal portion of the insertion member. 

12. (Currently Amended) An endoscope container for high-pressure sterilization 
according to Claim 11, wherein the positioning member effects the positioning to ensure that a 
distal portion of approximately 70 cm long of the flexible i nsertion member is stowed in a 
substantially straight form or in a curved form that exhibits a larger bend radius than that at th e 
proximal end of the insertion member 

1 3 . (Currently Amended) An endoscope container for high-pressure sterilization 
according to Claim 12, wherein the positioning member effects the positioning to ensure that the 
distal portion of approximately 70 cm long of the flexible i nsertion member is stowed in a 
substantially straight form. 

14. (Currently Amended) An endoscope container for high-pressure sterilization 
according to Claim 12, wherein the positioning member includes a concave part formed to stow 
the distal portion of approximately 70 cm long of the flexible i nsertion member. 

15. (Currently Amended) An endoscope container for high-pressure sterilization, 
the endoscope container being stored in a high-pressure sterilizing device by having at least a 
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part of [[an]] a flexible insertion member of an endoscope stowed in a curved state bont to bo 
otowod , the endoscope container comprising: 

a tray provided with a plurality of pores through which high-pressure steam is led 
and having an opening for stowing an endoscope having an observation window provided at a 
distal end of a distal portion of [[an]] a flexible insertion member thereof which is inserted in a 
subject; 

a lid member that blocks the opening of the tray, the lid member being provided 
with a plurality of pores through which high-pressure steam is led into the container; 

a positioning member formed in at least one of the tray and the lid member for 
positioning the endoscope in the tra y, the positioning member being adapted to stow the flexible 
insertion member of the endoscope during the high-pressure steam sterilization in a 
predetermined curved form, the curved form having at least a first bend radius corresponding to 
the distal portion of the flexible insertion member and a second bend radius corresponding to a 
proximal portion of the flexible insertion member at least in tho otato of having th e ins e rtion 
member in part - bent, tho positioning member effecting the positioning to ensure that a 
pr e d e termin e d portion of tho insertion member is stow e d in a aubotantially straight form or in a 
curved form that exhibits a bend radius larger than a bond radius of a bont portion at on end side 
proximal from tho predetermined portion of the insertion member ; 

wherein the positioning member is formed such that the first bend radius is larger 
than the second bend radius, and said distal portion of the flexible insertion member is 70cm or 
more in length as measured from the distal end of the flexible insertion member fee 
predetermined portion is at least 70 cm of the distal portion of tho insertion momber, and th e 
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petitioning m e mber r e stricts bonding of the insertion member over a rango of tho at loaot 70 cm 
of the distal portion of the insertion member. 

16. (New) The endoscope container of claim 1, wherein the first bend radius has 
a substantially infinite radius. 

17. (New) The endoscope container of claim 9, wherein the first bend radius has 
a substantially infinite radius. 

1 8. (New) The endoscope container of claim 1 0, wherein the first bend radius has 
a substantially infinite radius. 

19. (New) The endoscope container of claim 1 1, wherein the first bend radius has 
a substantially infinite radius. 

20. (New) The endoscope container of claim 1 5, wherein the first bend radius has 
a substantially infinite radius. 
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